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Listeners,  once  again  I  have  some  food- shopping  tips  from  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  for  you  —  tips  on  supplies  and  prices  of  foods  on  the  market  at  this 
season. 

June  opens  the  season  for  melons,  "both  honey  dew  and  honeyball.    And  it  brings 
the  first  figs  and  apricots  to  the  market.    Also  June  is  the  month  when  the  markets 
have  more  cherries,  blackberries  and  potatoes  to  sell  than  during  any  other  month. 
Shipments  of  cucumbers,  lettuce  and  tomatoes  are  heaviest  in  June  and  July.    And  in 
June  more  cantaloups  come  to  market,  and  more  watermelons,  peaches  aid  plums  as 
well  as  vegetables. 

In  June  also  the  prices  of  many  important  foods  go  down.    Butter  prices 
usually  slide  off  to  their  low  point  for  the  year.    Poultry  prices  start  down  as 
young  chickens  from  the  new  hatch  begin  coming  to  market  in  quantity.     The  price  of 
fresh  pork  is  likely  to  go  down  in  June.    And  this  June  the  prices  of  most  food 
items  will  be  under  last  year's  prices. 

Here's  a  little  cantaloup  news.    You  cm   expect  to  see  a  good  many  canta- 
loups on  the  market  this  month  as  California  cantaloups  begin  to  come  in.  During 
this  period,  California  is  the  chief  shipper  of  cantaloups.    Under  California  law 
only  vine-ripened  cantaloups  which  are  fully  ripe  and  contain  at  least  the  minimum 
sugar  content  can  be  shipped  out  of  the  State.     Shipments  this  year  are  being  regu- 
lated under  an  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration  marketing  agreement  which 
restricts  small-size  cantaloups  whenever  prices  to  growers  are  too  low  or  shipments 
too  heavy.     Cantaloup  prices  will  probahly  go  down  from  now  on  until  they  hit 
bottom  in  August. 

Georgia,  peaches  are  moving  to  market  this  year  about  3  weeks  earlier  than 
usual.    Most  of  the  fresh  peaches  you  see  on  the  market  this  month  come  from  the 
Georgia  area.     The  Georgia  Association  of  Peach  Growers  is  selling  its  peaches  this 
year  under  the  term  "Beautiri zed. "    Only  peaches  fine  enough  to  grade  as  U.S.  No.  1 
which  have  been  brushed  and  properly  sized  cai   sell  under  the  label  "Beautirized. " 
The  Georgia  crop  appears  to  be  almost  double  last  year's  small  crop  and  prices 
probably  will  be  lower. 

Now  about  the  watermelons.    You  will  have  a  chance  at  quality  in  watermelons 
this  year,  too,  for  up  until  June  20  the  southeastern  states  will  ship  only  melons 
rating  as  U.  S.  No.  1.    Marketings  from  this  area  are  regulated  by  an  A. A. A.  market- 
ing agreement.    Most  melons  shipped  during  the  first  half  of  June  come  from  Florida 
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"but  during  the  last  half  of  June  Georgia  is  the  "big  melon  shipper.     The  Florida 
crop  is  slightly  larger  than  a  year  ago* 

As  for  pineapples  and  strawberries,  here's  a  little  news.    Pineapple  sup- 
plies in  June  usually  are  "below  their  May  peak.    By  the  way,  I  suppose  you  know 
that  pineapples  are  picked  when  they  are  slightly  underripe  so  that  they  can  strnd 
shipping.     Color  and  odor  are  the  best  guides  to  quality.     A  ripe  pineapple  has  a 
fresh  appearance  and  a  distinctive  dark  orange-yellow  color  combined  with  a  de- 
cidedly fragrant  odor.     Strawberry  season  usually  ends  in  early  July.    But  you  can 
still  indulge  in  shortcake  during  June.     This  June  it  looks  as  if  we'd  have  a  few 
less  strawberries  than  last  June.     There  were  more  acres  planted  to  strawberries 
this  year  but  frost  and  dry  weather  cut  down  the  crop. 

But  you  can  expect  more  tomatoes  this  month  than  a  year  ago  —  considerably 
more.  The  Status  supplying  tomatoes  in  June  are  Texas  and  Mississippi  —  at  least 
the  largest  number  of  tomatoes  come  from  these  states. 

As  for  potatoes,  they  will  probably  go  down  less  than  usual  in  price  until 
fall  when  they  will. hit  their  low  point.     The  new  potato  crop  this  year  is  maturing 
earlier  than  usual  so  prices  took  a  sharp  drop  in  April. 

As  for  neat,  pork  prices  probably  will  not  go  down  much  more  during  the 
early  summer  and  may  go  up  in  late  summer.    Reasons?    The  economists  say  the  small 
supplies  of  pork  in  storage,  the  small  seasonal  increases  in  slaughter  and  the 
recent  sharp  price  declines  are  three  good  reasons  why  pork  isn't  going  down  much. 
Hog  slaughter  during  the  summer  —  up  to  September,  may  be  much  larger  than  a  year 
ago,  but  this  increase  will  bo  offset  by  the  small  amount  of  pork  in  storage. 

Here's  a  tip  on  beef.    Marketing  of  well-finished,  grain-fed  cattle  are 
expected  to  increase  during  the  summer  and  fall  months  and  to  be  considerably 
larger  than  a  year  ago,.    Prices  of  better-grade  cattle  often  increase  in  the  ea.rly 
summer,  but  this  year  no  marked  advance  is  in  prospect.    Prices  may  go  up  in  the 
late  summer  and  fall  months. 

Finally,  here's  a  little  news  about  ttruck  crops.     In  spite  of  unfavorable 
weather  for  truck  crops  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  says  that  the  general  outlook  is  for  liberal  market  supplies  of  this 
year's  vegetable  crops.     In  nearly  all  areas  the  season  is  much  earlier  than  last 
year.     The  second-early  group  of  States  promises  increased  production  over  last 
year  in  lima  beans,  snap  beans,  cabbage,  carrots,  lettuce  and  tomatoes.    But  these 
States  will  probably  have  fewer  beets,  celery,  green  peas  and  spinach. 

That  concludes  the  fortnightly  tips  for  food  shippers  from  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,    More  in  two  weeks. 


